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Important 
Dates: 

• Next Meeting 

April 3rd 2013. 

 This Meeting 

will include a 

MAJOR FHC 

RAFFLE. 

 

• The deadline for 

submitting hunt 

reports, or items 

for sale in the 

newsletter is the 

20
th

 April. 

 

 

Individual Highlights: 

 Pg 2 Blue-Green 
algae 

 Pg 3 A night out 

 Pg 4 Glory Days 

  Pg 5 Whistling for 
foxes 

 Pg 6 Field Funnies 

 Pg 7 Highlights of 
the last meeting 

 Pg 8 Member 
Renewals 

 Pg 9 Club Services 
  

 

 

March 6
th

 2013 

 

 

Field Hunters Club 

Newsletter 
TO HELP FOSTER AND DEVELOP HUNTER ETHICS, HUNTER TRAINING AND OPPORTUNITY. 

TO FOSTER THE SUSTAINABLE USE OF GAME. 
TO IMPROVE HUNTING FOR THE FUTURE. 

 

 

 

Notes from the President 

 I am pleased to confirm Andrew Yeomans will do a working dog trial at 
our April meeting, this will start at 07:45 sharp. 
 

 We need a back up bar person to support Jackie on the bar, if he’s away 
for any reason the bar will remain closed on that night. I’m asking for a 
volunteer, please contact the Secretary or phone me (not 9 – 5, after 
hours). 
 

 Terry Oxford has contacted many members regarding outstanding DVD’s, 
this is a last call for all members to check their DVD collection at home to 
return any FHC DVD’s.  
 

 We have a 4WD course available to members, see the notes below and 
you can visit their website for more information. We’ll be asking for names 
of interested members who want to do the one day course at a cost of 
$50.00. The club will subsidize some of the cost for up to 20 members on 
this occasion, details to be discussed next Wednesday. 

MOUNTAIN-TOP EXPERIENCE 

www.mountaintopexperience.com  

One day basic training One day of field exercises near 
Walhalla, with theory done at stops along the way. This 
includes a Training Booklet (other passengers/family are 
free). 
 

 We are going to order new polo shirts with the FHC logo, we will ask for 
names and sizes at our April meeting. The shirts will be short sleeve, in a 
‘hunting’ colour with a logo on the pocket. Any members with contacts for 
shirts and/ or embroided badges should contact the Secretary to help us 
with supply of these shirts. 
 

 David Croft will brief members on details on the Victorian Shooter’s 
License, the State Game license and the NSW Game Council 
R License at the April meeting. 
 

 We have a ‘Mega Raffle’ running at our April meeting so be sure to come 
and be in the running for a new Simmons Trail Cam! 
 

 FISHING TRIP 

The last trip was cancelled due to bad weather; there is another date now 

available April 28
th
 to register your interest please contact either the Club 

Secretary at fhcsecretary@gmail.com or on 0417 668 222 or alternatively 

Mark Brown on 0418 559 044 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mountaintopexperience.com/
mailto:fhcsecretary@gmail.com
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With the duck season now 

started it is worth being 

aware of the risks Blue-

Green Algae poses for 

both yourself and your 

dog while hunting. 

Blue-green algae are 

naturally occurring algea 

that release toxins into the 

water and have the 

potential to be harmful. It 

is worth nothing that Blue-

Green algae blooms do 

not always colour the 

water blue or green. The 

water can also look 

yellow, brown, red, blue or 

green, or there may be no 

visible colour change at 

all. 

Dogs can easily be 

affected as the Blue-

Green algae attach to 

their coat. Once out of the 

water they get itchy and 

lick their coat therefore 

directly ingesting the 

algae and its toxins. 

Symptoms such as 

convulsions, paralysis, 

constipation, abortion, 

Blue-Green Algae  

Wappan Station Hunt, 

this 10,000 acre property 

is located near 

Maindample on the way to 

Mansfield, CLICK HERE 

for a location map.  

Date: March 23
rd

 / 24
th
  

Accommodation is in the 

Shearers quarters, and to 

register your interest 

please contact either the 

Club Secretary at 

fhcsecretary@gmail.com or 

on 0417 668 222 or 

alternatively Mark Brown 

on 0418 559 044 

Upcoming FHC Events 

 

skin sensitivity, loss of 

appetite and in extreme 

cases death. If you 

suspect that your dog is 

showing any of these 

symptoms you should 

seek immediate veterinary 

advice. 

PLEASE NOTE: You 

cannot kill the Blue-Green 

algae by boiling the water; 

this only bursts the blue-

green algae cells and 

releases toxins back into 

the water making it worse. 

The toxins are not able to 

be destroyed by boiling; 

therefore showering in 

untreated water is also 

unsafe. 

Goulbourn Murray Water 

has confirmed duck 

hunting will be permitted 

at 18 of its water storages, 

across northern Victoria: 

Cairn Curran Reservoir, 

Hume Reservoir (Victorian 

lakebed areas), Tullaroop 

Reservoir, Lake Eppalock, 

Laanecoorie Reservoir, 

reens Lake (Corop), Lake 

Eildon, Yarrawonga Weir 

(Vic waters), Lake Buffalo, 

Lake Boga, Waranga 

Basin, Kangaroo Lake, 

Lake Nillahcootie, Lake 

Charm, Lake Tutchewop, 

Little Lake Charm, 

Racecourse Lake, Lake 

Nagambie and the water 

of Goulburn Weir. 

PLEASE NOTE: Duck 

hunting along the G-MW 

channel network is NOT 

permitted. 

More details can be found 

HERE  

Goulburn-Murray Water  

have a dedicated blue-

green algae information 

web page around this 

possible threat, HERE and 

they have outlined that 

Lake Boga currently has 

a Blue-Green algae threat 

and should be avoided.  

 

 

Guest Speakers 
We have arranged for the 
Working Gun Dog 
Association to come visit 
us at the club’s meeting in 
April 2013. 
 
A MAJOR FHC raffle will 
be drawn at the upcoming 
April meeting, so don’t 
forget to get your tickets to 
be in the running for the 
following MAJOR prizes: 

 Simmons Trail 
Camera 

  $50 Gift Voucher 

 First Aid Kit & Survival 
Bag 

 Gerber Mini Multi tool 

 Sand Bags (front & 
rear) 

 Camo Tape 

 Silva compass 8 
combinations 

 Allen Shooters rest 

 Hunters Element Bum 
Bag. 

 

 

 

25th – 26th  
May 2013 
Melbourne 

Show grounds 

http://www.wappanstation.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/Maplarge.pdf
mailto:fhcsecretary@gmail.com
http://www.g-mwater.com.au/news/media-releases/2013_media_releases/mreightsafetytipsforduckhuntersatgmwstorages.html
http://www.g-mwater.com.au/bluegreenalgae-alert/
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Story submitted by Member Phillip Mathieson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

During the recent heat 
wave I had a chance to 
spend a night out with my 
son Connor, hunting on a 
375 acre property not far 
from Melbourne. 

The day time heat had 
reached 36 degrees so I 
opted for us to spend the 
night spotlighting, and 
camping on the farm 
hoping for some good 
results and giving me an 
opportunity to test out the 
new Lightforce Walkabout 
spotlight I recently 
purchased.  

We arrived around 7:00 
pm and after a chat with 
the farmer we headed off 
to a back paddock to set 
up camp. Around 9:00 pm 
we started our hunt, and 
after a bit of walking and 
trying to whistle out any 
foxes that may have been 
about we came across a 
rabbit that virtually came 

A night out with the Boy 

 Inside Story Headline 

 

Don’t forget to visit 

the DPI for up to date 

information, relating 

to the 2013 Duck 

Hunting Season! 

Click Here 

 

 

straight up to where we 
were standing. The boy 
took a quick shot with the 
22 and presto we were on 
the board, about 10 
meters further up another 
one was spotted and once 
again the boy dispatched 
him on the spot. 

We started back tracking 
to the other side of the 
farm and spotted a fox 
about 150 meters out, 2 
quick shots with the Tikka 
223 saw him fall over. We 
then continued further 
onwards and found a fox 
near the largest dam on 
the property, this one was 
around the same distance 
away and on the move so I 
gave him a whistle and he 
stopped long enough to 
get a shot off and he fell 
on the spot. 

 Overall I was impressed 
with my new purchase of 
the Spotlight, it performed 

very well with the battery 
lasting in excess of 4 
hours using it on and off, 
and it still had plenty of life 
left in it on our return 
home. The unit itself is 
light enough to walk 
comfortably with and 
powerful enough to do the 
job I purchased it for, and 
to top it off it worked first 
time every time. 

We only saw one more 
rabbit that night which was 
way too quick of the mark 
to get a shot off, and 
another 4 other foxes were 
seen that lived to see 
another day (but not for 
long).   

Note all hunters should 
remember the importance 
of washing your hands 
after handling all game 
and vermin. A small bottle 
of alcohol wash will do the 
job. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/game-hunting/game/australian-water-fowl/duck-hunting-season
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Some interesting 
information from the USA 
relating to a recently 
published research 
document in the Wildlife 
Society Bulletin.  

The research document   
outlined that organized 
and licensed hunting has 
boosted the amount of 
money being spent of 
conservation. 

This information was 
published by Dr Mark 
Vrtiska and colleagues at 
the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission. 

More than two million 
hunters paid for a "duck 
stamp," a federal licence 
to shoot the creatures in 
the 1970s. The 
researchers say that 98% 
of the money raised is 
spent on purchasing or 
leasing habitat within the 
National Wildlife Refuge 
System. 

According to Dr Vrtiska 
this has had a hugely 
beneficial impact on the 
birds. "The waterfowl 
population has passed 40 
million six times since 
1995. These should be 
glory days for duck 
hunting" he said. 

Glory days for ducks 

“The waterfowl population 

has passed 40 million six 

times since 1995. These 

should be glory days for duck 

hunting" 

But there are clouds on 
this happy horizon. Sales 
of duck stamps are 
declining, down to 1.3m in 
2008, and they continuing 
to fall by around 30% 
annually.  

In the good old days the 
number of hunters and the 
number of birds rose and 
fell in balance with each 
other. But no longer. 

"Because the relationship 
appears to be broken 
we've lost a lot of funding 
and in turn lost a lot of 
habitat conservation on 
the ground," Dr Vrtiska 
outlined.  

"The carrying capacity of 
the lands to produce 
ducks is going to be 
significantly reduced 
without that conservation 
funding being there." 

The problem is there 
hasn't been enough good 
weather for ducks. 
Drought has had a 
significant impact across 
the US in the past few 
years. The duck stamp 
money helped construct 
the right types of habitat 
so that when it did 
eventually rain, the birds 
were able to reproduce 

successfully.  

"You can't buy rain, but 
the money allows you to 
set the table," says Dr 
Vrtiska. 

The researchers aren't 
optimistic that the 
numbers of duck hunters 
will ever rise again, due to 
changing cultural and 
social factors. So the 
scientists are seeking 
other ways to boost 
revenues. They are 
discussing different types 
of licences, for people to 
shoot birds, but not just 
with guns. 

"We have to be more 
amenable to different 
levels of participation, for 
people to shoot, view or 
hunt - We are trying to find 
innovative solutions - 
perhaps a basic stamp to 
go and view birds, 
perhaps a more expensive 
full season ticket for 
hunting," he added.  

Further information can be 
found HERE 

 

 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/wsb.245/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/wsb.245/abstract
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Story submitted by Member Mark Nankervis 
 
Recently I tried my hand at fox whistling for the first time, I headed off to a property north of Melbourne, the weather 
was fine with little wind and a predicted top of 35c I had with me with my 12g and a button whistle I bought of eBay. 
 
Upon arriving just after sunrise I set up on the side of a dam that had lots of Blackberry bushes growing over a culvert 
on one side. I wasn’t really expecting much as I knelt behind some reeds and began filling the air with the woeful 
sounds of a dying rabbit, well my rendition of it anyway. I should say at this point, I had been practicing at home with 
the help of YouTube but would consider myself a rank amateur and wasn’t prepared for such a quick result.  
 
Within a couple minutes three foxes came running out of the blackberries on the opposite side of the bank. One fox 
ran up the hill away from me, while the other two ran along the bank, I couldn’t believe how quick they were coming, 
and headed straight for me!  As I clicked the safety off, one of foxes slowed up, but the other kept on coming hard. So 
I steadied and blasted him as he came around the bend. He was less than 10 meters away and copped it head on. He 
crumpled like a rag doll and was dead before he hit the ground. Of course this stopped the other one in its tracks, and 
it just sat on the bank trying to work out where I was, and unfortunately for me out of range. So I spent another few 
minutes trying to coax it over, with no luck. Eventually, it ran away as I tried to move closer.  
 
So there you go, if you haven’t done it before, try your hand at fox whistling it’s great fun! 
 
 

 

 
  

Whistling for foxes 
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The key to Survival. 
 

 
 
 
 
Here is a Link to a Youtube video CLICK it’s a group of guys trying to shoot a 577 T-Rex, ‘and you 
thought your gun had some kick’! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Field Funnies 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=xaa6ME-7EIM
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It was outlined to members 

that the chosen 25
th
 

Anniversary club knifes 

had now been ordered, the 

ordered Bowie knifes will 

unfortunately be 

substituted from a 12 inch 

knife to a 16 inch knife at 

no extra cost due to 

availability.  

Upon delivery of the knifes 

they will be sent to the 

engraver, and it may be 

possible to have these 

ready for members as 

early as next month’s 

meeting. (Although, it was 

more likely that they would 

be ready for distribution 

during the May meeting.) 

Mark Brown outlined that 

the fishing charter 

scheduled for the 17
th
 was 

fully booked, and going 

well another charter for 

Shark fishing may be a 

possibility in the near 

future. 

Mark also requested that 

no one arrive at the 

Wappan hunt location till 

after 3:30 pm as the 

farmer and farm hands 

were very busy prior this 

time and no hunting can 

occur before a group 

Highlights from the last Meeting 06/03/2013 

 

  

safety meeting is held. 

Discussions were held 

around the recent member 

questionnaire, and a show 

of hands by members 

present was requested for 

the most popular 

responses such as:  

 Big Game Rifle 

Club shoot at 

Eagle Park 

  Duck Shoot Pre 

Setup 

  Deer Stalking 

  Xmas Function 

format 

  Re-Loading of 

Centre Fire 

Ammunition 

  4WD training 

  First Aid Field 

training.  

From this discussion the 

following topics ranked the 

highest with the present 

members: 

 Big Game Club Eagle 

Park shoot, Deer Stalking, 

First aid in the Field, Fox 

Hunting. 

 

 

 

It was outlined that Max 
Sereno was still waiting for 
completed count forms 
from members who had 
attended the Ducks on the 
Rice Competition.  

Can all members that 
attended this event and 

wish to be in the running 
of this competition 

please forward 
completed forms back to 
Max before the next Club 
meeting to be eligible for 

the Trophy or 
alternatively contact Max 
Sereno on 0418 358 261. 
The trophy for this event 
will be presented to the 
winner during the MAY 
meeting. 
 

Robin Purchase provided 

members with a very 

detailed PowerPoint 

presentation on Firearms 

safety which was very well 

received. 

 

 

 

 

Winners of the March Raffle were:  
 
Compass         Mark Brown 
Gift Voucher         Cameron Viney 
Gun Rest Sand Bags   Greg Dougherty 
Tool Kit          Arthur Chaffey 
Decoy Duck Punt         Gordon Freeze 
Camo Bum Bag         Geoff Anderson 
Map Cover         Glenn Owen 
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Member Renewal 

 
Well it’s nearly that time of year again, and below you will find the Membership 
Renewal form. Please complete the form in neat handwriting as it is extremely 
important for us to correctly record your details. 
 
All membership renewals are due by April 30th 2013, and it is a requirement that all 
FHC members MUST BE a member of the SSAA. Please try and bring the correct 
money as change is limited. 
 
Please note that only financial members of the FHC and SSAA can vote at the 
upcoming FHC general meeting/elections held in June, and all un-financial members 
will be marked as non-members at the end of July. 

 
If your membership is not due to expire but your contact details have changed, please 

complete the form below so we can accurately capture your new details. 
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If you would like to see your business advertised here, please email me a copy of your business card . 

 

       

Club Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Insurance 
 

Have you had a look at the SSAA 
Insurance Brokers website? 

 
www.ssaa.org.au 

 
Well worth considering when your 
renewal is due for any type of 
insurance. 
 
Their Car insurance policies are very 
competitive, and their house and 
contents cover, can also include your 
firearms and gear when out hunting. 

Club Videos and DVDs 
 
See Terry Oxford for our 
range of DVDs and videos 
available to members. Any 
members who have 
suggestions for additions to 
the library please also outline 
these to Terry. 
 
NOTE - Several new DVDs 

are now 

Available! 

 

Knife Sharpener 
 

We do have a professional 
knife and sharpening service 

available for members. 

 

Please see Jim Marsden for 

further details. 

 

Hunting Equipment 
 
For all your accessories 
and centre fire ammo 
needs, please contact. 
 

Boronia Firearms 
Ph: 09 762 2677 

 

Obtain your R-licence 
 

Let the club help you obtain your R-licence. 

The R-licence allows you to hunt all species of game and feral animals listed under the Game and 

Feral Animal Control Act 2002 on both declared public land and private property within NSW. 

CLICK HERE 

Please Contact Terry Oxford for further details 0421 284 913. 

 

FHC Member Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

file:///C:/Users/phillipm/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.ssaa.org.au
http://www.gamecouncil.nsw.gov.au/portal.asp?p=Licence-StandardR
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Field Hunters Club Contact Details 
 

Postal Address 
P.O. Box 240, 

Box Hill, VIC 3128 
 

FHC President FHC Vice President FHC Secretary FHC Treasurer / 
Liaison Officer 

Mark Brown Terry Oxford Phillip Mathieson Robin Purchase 
Mobile: 0418 559 044 Mobile: 0421 284 913 Mobile: 0417 668 222 Mobile: 0409 019 174 

  E-MAIL: 
fhcsecretary@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
Please remember this is your newsletter, and with your input it will 

improve! 
 
 
If you have trip reports you would like to share, or you wish to sell something or would just like to 
see an article or section included, please contact  me Phillip Mathieson on 0417 668 222 or email  
fhcsecretary@gmail.com 

mailto:fhcsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:fhcsecretary@gmail.com

