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Important 
Dates: 

• Next Meeting 

November 5th 

2014, start time 

7:30 pm. 

  

• The deadline for 

submitting hunt 

reports, or items 

for sale in the 

newsletter is the 

20th of the 

Month. 

 

•   Please review 

the Calendar 

Update section 

for important 

club related 

dates. 

 

 

 

 

 

Field Hunters Club 

Newsletter 
TO HELP FOSTER AND DEVELOP HUNTER ETHICS, HUNTER TRAINING AND OPPORTUNITY. 

TO FOSTER THE SUSTAINABLE USE OF GAME. 
TO IMPROVE HUNTING FOR THE FUTURE. 

 

 

 

Notes from the Secretary 

 
Hi 
 
Firstly a big thank you to our October Guest Speaker Divisional Firearms 
Officer Stephen Foster, he did a great job of delivering a very important 
message to our members  in a method that  kept everyone entertained and 
provided a great deal of detail. Stephen has offered his services for future 
meetings next year and we look forward to working with him on a range of 
subjects. 
 
Please Note: The FHC has sent a thank you letter to Stephen’s direct manager and 
also to the Vic Police Compliments and Complaints Department thanking him for his 
service.  

 
At our November General Meeting the FHC is pleased to announce that the 
Honorable Roger Hallam the Chairman of the Game Management Authority 
will be our special guest speaker.  

Rodger will speak about where the Game Management Authority has 
come from where they are now and their direction in the future, along with 
answering any questions that you may have. http://www.gma.vic.gov.au/ 
 
This is going to be another big night, and it is your opportunity to directly 
understand what is happening with Game Management in Victoria. The 
2014 Hunting Guide can be downloaded from here 
http://www.gma.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/3251/VHG-2014-
FINAL-for-web-14FEB.pdf and if you do not already have the Hunting 
Application on your mobile phone or device then this is something definitely 
worth getting ASAP, and it is available for both Apple and Android devices 
from the relevant store as a free download. 

The Game Management Authority (GMA) is a new, independent, statutory 
authority responsible for regulating game hunting in Victoria. 

From 1 July 2014, the GMA manages the administrative, licensing, 
compliance and enforcement functions of game hunting, as well as 
manages pest animals, bag limits, and conducts research and analysis into 
the sector's impacts. 

The GMA liaises with Parks Victoria, Victoria Police and other key 
stakeholders. It takes over all of these roles and responsibilities from its 
predecessor, Game Victoria, which has now ceased operations. 

 

 

http://www.gma.vic.gov.au/
http://www.gma.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/3251/VHG-2014-FINAL-for-web-14FEB.pdf
http://www.gma.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/3251/VHG-2014-FINAL-for-web-14FEB.pdf
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This month the FHC Feral Animal Control Program completed a working bee chopping wood for 
one of our accommodation locations followed by a BBQ, along with some hunting during the day 
and spotlighting at night. It was great to see both junior members and young members getting a 
shot in the field and the overall numbers taken were 32 rabbits 1 fox and 1 cat. Two of these 
Rabbits were dispatched with one shot! 

Many hands made light work  of collecting timber and in a couple of hours we had the wood shed 
full and the BBQ on, the following are pics of the event: 

  
 

Spot the Council Workers 

 
 
 

NSW Ducks on the Rice 
Your organizers Brad and Peter have been busy organizing this event, if you have not already 
registered to attend this yearly event then please contact one of the Guys either by phone or at the 

next General Meeting. Brad and Peter will then be happy to provide more details as they 
come to light. 

(Brad 0407 355 832) or (Peter 0419 355 761) 
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Sunday November 30th 

 
The Last Major Event for the year is now scheduled; the FHC and the SSAA will be providing a 
relaxed training day for members. This is guaranteed to be a great day out for both Senior and Junior 
members with the club putting on a FREE BBQ LUNCH, we ask all members to make the effort to 
attend this event as not only will valuable knowledge will be passed on but it is training like this that 
helps us gain future property’s for the FHC Feral Animal Control program, as it allows me to outline to 
farmers that our members are continually receiving and attending ongoing firearms training. 
 
Topics covered will be: 

 Choosing a firearm for hunting 

 Principles of marksmanship 

 Field shooting techniques  

 Principles of bullet trajectory  

 Factors effecting rifle accuracy 

 Zeroing a firearm 

 Bullet placement and kill zones on animals 
 
Please mark this date in your calendar for attendance, and keep an eye out for more information in 
next month’s Newsletter. 
 
For new members to the club these training days are not to be missed, they not only provide you with 
valuable real life information but they also allow you to meet fellow members in a relaxed atmosphere 
and plan upcoming hunts. 
 
This event will be held at the Little River Eagle Park Range with a 10 am start and 3 pm finish, and 
members can register their attendance at the November general meetings. 
 
******************************************************************************************************************* 
 
Face Book  
The Face Book trial has now ceased and after discussions at the last committee meeting I am 
pleased to announce that we will be keeping this feature moving forward. It is now available for all 
members to sign up for. For me personally I find the service works well as it allows me to quickly push 
things to the members directly from my phone, my hope is that moving forward it becomes a valuable 
resource allowing members to organize hunts with each other and expands as a communication 
platform for the club. 
 
To get on board drop me an email fhcsecretary@gmail.com  
 
This month’s hot topics have been: 
 

Live updates from the FHC Feral Animal Control Program and new pics from the last program, 
along with members selling a range of items. 

  
Note: This is a closed group NON FHC members cannot see your posts and only FHC members will 
be able to join via an admin invite. 
 
******************************************************************************************************************* 
VIC Shooter Magazine 

Please note that the previously distributed ‘VIC Shooter Magazine’ is now only available 
online, for any member that wishes to continue to receive a printed copy of this they need to 
contact Wilda at the SSAA VIC head office to request it on 03 8892 2777. 

mailto:fhcsecretary@gmail.com
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Article Provided by Trevor Knight 

Trevor has just returned from NSW on 20/09/2014 from a 5, day Wild Pig hunt on an 18,000 acre 
private property north of Warren in NSW.  
 
The property was located North East of the Macquarie Marsh the western boundary of the 
property was boarded by the Macquarie river the eastern inside boundary had a creek flowing 
through it. The central part of the property had several km of bore drains feed via an artesian bore. 
The farmer had several crops of oats around the property to supplement his stock fodder (Wild 
Pigs, Kangaroos and Emu’s also enjoyed the farmers crops & hospitality).  

The weather was perfect with mid 20 Celsius each day with clear blue sky although the 
temperature dropped at sunset which was offset by a warm campfire and abundant supply of 
wood. Our accommodation was an abandon shearers quarters with tank water however, the 
building had no power supply. The nearby shearing shed had collapsed many years ago but the 
Shearers quarters were either newer or better built than the shearing shed standing the test of 
time and provided a roof over our heads.  

 
As expected the pigs were located on the most remote and isolated part of the property bordering 
the Macquarie River in timbered riverbank country, the habitat included shallow river tributaries 
with plenty of pig wallows, lignum and cumbungi weed providing the three essential elements for 
game food, water & shelter with the farmers oat crops adding a delicacy to the menu.  We hunted 
mid to late afternoon when pigs became active quietly stalking through the timber and 
undergrowth regularly testing wind direction to confirm the wind was in our face this was achieved 
with a small plastic puffer bottle with unscented talcum powder.  

The pigs were very tense and tuned to any strange noise or smell many times they laid up 
completely still in the Lignum bush then after catching our sent they exploded out of the lignum in 
all directions. (A shotgun with SG ammunition would have been very handy).  We suspect the pigs 
were very nervous due to the local pig hunters whom we had met at the pub, they outlined that 
they go out hunting three nights a week hunting pigs with dogs throughout the area including the 
farmers crops whose property we were on.  

 
Our stalking process paid off we scored 14 pigs over the five days of hunting, we sighted all 
colours of pigs black, black & white, black and tan, and ginger the pigs were all very fat none doing 
it hard. Spotlighting saw large numbers of Kangaroo’s on the crops at night we counted a few 
Hare’s plus a number of Foxes and the odd wild cat.  

Over the five days our hunting group saw in excess of 60 pigs of all shapes and sizes. In 
summary there was a lot more water and pigs around than I expected we all scored a pig and 
everyone enjoyed the trip.  I was very happy christening my new acquisition being my 50 odd year 
old Sako VL 63  Finnwolf Lever Action in 308 caliber. (It showed no mercy on the pigs).      

PS: Our entire hunting group came home with 3-4 Ticks each which we had never encountered on previous 
hunts. The removal method used was to cover the Tick in Petroleum Jelly or Baby Oil which suffocates the 
Tick making them release there hold and back out allowing easy removal and minimal infection.  Ticks can 
carry Lyme Disease & Q Fever 

Note: Ticks tend to be more active during warmer months, though this varies by geographic region and climate. 
Areas with woods, bushes, high grass, or leaf litter are likely to have more ticks. Those bitten commonly 
experience symptoms such as body aches, fever, fatigue, joint pain, or rashes. People can limit their exposure to 
tick bites by wearing light-colour clothing (including pants and long sleeves), using insect repellent with 20%–
30% DEET, tucking their pant legs into their socks, checking for ticks frequently, and washing and drying their 
clothing (in a hot dryer).                 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fever
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fatigue_(medical)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joint_pain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rash
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insect_repellent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DEET
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Field Marksmanship  

Contributed by Trevor Knight 

What standards should a hunter use to tell whether they are a good shot?  

The average hunter may not be good judging ranges over broken terrain or quickly assuming the best firing 
position for each situation, or hitting a moving target. They should at least be able to shoot well enough to 
appreciate a rifle’s accuracy and should have the ability to group five shots in 2 MOA at 90 meters from a 
bench rest with a good rifle. This does not prove anything at all about the shooter’s general ability with a 
rifle. It does indicate they can tell an accurate rifle from one that is not.  

A couple of simple tests will show how good a marksman they are. A good indicator to performance in the 
field is a shooter’s ability to assume a good sitting position and land three shots into a 15 cm circle at 90m 
in 10 seconds. A person who can do this is a pretty fair field shot, the second test is a five-shot 10 cm 
group at 45m from standing. A person who can shoot offhand can always do well from sitting and prone, 
the reverse is not by any means true.  A really good hunting rifle should be able to land five shots in a 
25mm target at 90m from a bench rest; a rifleman who can perform this offhand task is doing well.  
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Guest Speakers at our February General Meeting are the crew from LEGEAR check out there online site at  
 

http://www.legear.com.au/brand/5.11-tactical 

 
LEGEAR also is one of the leading online stores for Law Enforcement, Military and Outdoor 
products in Australia and New Zealand, carrying a wide array of the world's best brands, with over 
22 thousand online products available. 
 
 

  

http://www.legear.com.au/brand/5.11-tactical
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CALENDAR UPDATE 
Please mark these important dates on your calendar: 

Sunday 30th November Training Day at Little River Eagle Park Range 10 am – 3 pm 
Wednesday 3rd December the Annual Xmas Bash 

 

Web Links Provided by Members 
The deadly and devious hunting tricks of feral cats 
http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2014/s4105618.htm 
Provided by Phil 

 
 

 

FOR SALE BY MEMBERS 
 
For sale fox button whistles made from stainless steel so there will be no metal taste in your 
mouth and it won’t rust. Engraved with a name $15. Not engraved $10.   

 
 
You can place an order at next meeting or call me on 0438591101 Wally Volkoff 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 

 

A Day or Night camera & DVR allows you to record clear 
photos with the 5 Mega Pixel camera or videos at 30 frames 
per second, with powerful night vision up to 32ft/10m.  
Track the exact recording time with day, time & moon phase 
stamping model number swvid-obc5mp manufactured by 
SWANN http://www.swann.com/us/swvid-obc5mp 
 
4 ONLY AVAILABLE! 
 

Contents 
- OutbackCam 5MP Camera & Video Recorder  
- SD Card 4GB  
- Tree Strap  
- Operating Instruction 

 
These Normally Retail at $150 

FHC MEMBER ONLY PRICE $95 

 
Contact Phil by email fhcsecretary@gmail.com 

Or Mobile 0417 668 222 

http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2014/s4105618.htm
http://www.swann.com/us/swvid-obc5mp
mailto:fhcsecretary@gmail.com
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Safety Corner! 
SNAKES 

With the onset off the good weather it is prime time to be thinking Snake Safety, the key thing to 
remember if you are bitten is do not panic. Australia is known for its dangerous snakes, and we 
have many, but in reality very few people actually die from bites. 
 
The following are a listing of snakes that you could be unfortunate enough to meet in Victoria: 
 
Eastern brown snake Also known as: common brown snake 
The Brown Snake may be found all over Australia. It has extremely potent venom, and although 
the quantity of venom injected is usually small, this snake causes more snakebite deaths in 
Australia than any other. Sudden and relatively early deaths have been recorded. 

 
 

Mainland tiger snake Also known as: common tiger snake 
The tiger snake lives in the temperate southern areas of Australia. The characteristic stripes are 
not seen all year round, and there is a totally black variant found around the Flinders Ranges area 
of South Australia. Untreated mortality is about 45%. 

 
 
Lowlands copperhead Also known as: common copperhead 
The copperhead is found in Tasmania, Victoria, and the western plains of NSW. Its venom has 
neurotoxic, coagulopthic and myotoxic actions, however, despite its large venom output, bites are 
rarely fatal.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/science-environment/2012/07/gallery-australias-10-most-dangerous-snakes/10-most-dangerous-snakes-in-australia_image1
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/science-environment/2012/07/gallery-australias-10-most-dangerous-snakes/10-most-dangerous-snakes-in-australia_image3
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/science-environment/2012/07/gallery-australias-10-most-dangerous-snakes/10-most-dangerous-snakes-in-australia_image7
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Common death adder Also known as: southern death adder 
The death adder has strongly neurotoxic venom; coagulation defects are usually minor and 
rhabdomyolysis is almost never seen. The postsynaptic paralysis is easily reversed by antivenom. 
It has characteristic appearance and may be striped. 

 
 
Red-bellied black snake Also known as: common black snake
The redbellied black snake is found in all eastern non-arid areas. While the venom has neurotoxic, 
coagulopthic and myotoxic actions, it is not as potent as most, and no deaths after a redbellied 
black snake have yet been reported. Note: These can 'jump' in the air if disturbed or chased.

Signs and Symptoms 

The bite site is usually painless. It may have classical paired fang marks, but this is not the most 
common picture. Often there are just a few lacerations or scratches, and sometimes these may be 
painless or go unnoticed. Bruising, bleeding, and local swelling may be present, but significant 
local tissue destruction is uncommon in Australia. 

The usual sequence of systemic symptom development goes something like this: 

 (<1hr) Headache (an important symptom), irritability, photophobia, nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhoea, confusion; coagulation abnormalities; occasionally sudden hypotension with loss 
of consciousness.  
  

 (1-3 hrs) Cranial nerve paralysis (ptosis, diplopia, dysphagia etc), abdominal pain, 
haemoglobinuria, hypertension, tachycardia, haemmorrhage. 
  

 (>3hrs) Limb and respiratory muscle paralysis leading to respiratory failure, peripheral 
circulatory failure with pallor and cyanosis, myoglobinuria, eventually death. 

This sequence of events is highly variable. Brown snake bites, even apparently trivial ones, have 
been associated with acute deterioration over a five minute period leading to death. This may 
occur as soon as 30 minutes to an hour after the original bite. Acute, severe cardiac depression 
may be the mechanism for sudden death. 

http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/science-environment/2012/07/gallery-australias-10-most-dangerous-snakes/10-most-dangerous-snakes-in-australia_image9
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/science-environment/2012/07/gallery-australias-10-most-dangerous-snakes/10-most-dangerous-snakes-in-australia_image10
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Paralysis, when it occurs, usually commences with cranial nerves, then skeletal muscle, then the 
muscles of respiration. In small children or with highly venomous snake bites it may happen much 
more quickly. 

Muscle destruction from myolytic toxins is not uncommon and may not be associated with muscle 
tenderness; it may lead to renal failure and should be specifically looked for, because early 
treatment with antivenin will reduce its severity. 

Snake bite should always be considered in any case of unexpected confusion or loss of 
consciousness following outdoor activities in snake country. Prognosis depends on the type of 
snake and the quantity of venom injected. An angry snake and multiple bites is associated with 
greater venom volumes.  

 
The Australian Veterinary Association have outlined that pets should be taken to a vet immediately 
if a snake attack occurs. 
 
If you can’t get to a vet immediately, applying a pressure bandage over and around the bite site 
can help slow the venom spreading to the heart. 
The AVA says the signs of a snake bite in cats and dogs include: 

- Sudden weakness followed by collapse 
- Bleeding puncture wound 
- Swelling of the bitten area 
- Pain and discomfort 
- Neurological signs such as twitching, drooling and shaking 
- Vomiting 
- Loss of bladder and bowel control 
- Dilated pupils 
- Paralysis 
 

Prognosis can range from extremely guarded to good depending on the speed of treatment being 
started and the amount of venom injected. Quick action on the owner’s part improves the prognosis. A 
venomous snake bite is a life-threatening emergency. Close to 6,500 pets are bitten by snakes each 
year in Australia. Approximately two thirds of these animals received antivenin. With antivenin 
treatment 91% of cats and 75% of dogs survived, whereas 66% of cats and only 31% of dogs 
survived without antivenin.  
 

 
PLEASE SEE THE ATTACHMENT TO THIS NEWSLETTER ON HOW TO BANDAGE A SNAKE 

BITE AND THINK ABOUT PRINTING IT OUT FOR YOUR MEDICAL KIT AS WELL.  
 

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A GOOD SNAKE BANDAGE NOW IS YOUR TIME TO SERIOUSLY 
THINK ABOUT PURCHASING ONE, IT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE OR A FRIENDS LIFE. 

 
A preffered snake bandage is a Setopress Bandage specifically designed for snake bites which is 
10 cm wide and at least 3.5 meters in length, a local provider of this type of bandages is  
http://store.independenceaustralia.com/setopress-bandage-10cmx3-5mtr.html 
  

http://store.independenceaustralia.com/setopress-bandage-10cmx3-5mtr.html
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SSAA FIELD HUNTERS CLUB MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 
 

FHC MEMBERSHIP WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED WITH A COMPLETED FORM 
 
 
 
 

DATE _____/_____/201___ 
 
FIRST NAME       MIDDLE NAME                                                                    
SURNAME             
ADDRESS       SUBURB     
POSTCODE  STATE      
HOME #        MOBILE #         D.O.B ____/____/_____ 
EMAIL ADDRESS            
SSAA MEMBER NUMBER      
HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE CLUB?         
 
MEMBERSHIP FEES 

NEW 
MEMBER 

JUNIOR MEMBER 
(Under 18) 

EXISTING 
MEMBER 

RENEWAL 

TOTAL 

1 YEAR 
MEMBERSHIP 

$20.00 

 
$5.00 VALID 
UNTIL 18TH 
BIRTHDAY 

1 YEAR RENEW 
$15.00 

 

$________ 

5 YEAR 
MEMBERSHIP 

$65.00 

5 YEAR 
RENEWAL 

$60.00 
Cheques/Aust Post Money Orders made payable to:  

‘Field Hunters Club (SSAA Vic)’ Mail to: PO Box 240, Box Hill, Vic, 3128. 
DO NOT SEND CASH (no responsibility will be accepted by FHC if cash is lost in mail). 

 

The FHC membership year commences from the 1
st
 May and runs to 

the 30
th
 April, members that have NOT renewed their membership 

before the 30
th 

of June each year will need to re-join at the current 
nominated rate including the joining fee. 

 
 

For Office Use Only: - Receipt Number_______________ Receipt Date___/____/20__ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Member Renewal 
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Club Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Insurance 
 

Have you had a look at the SSAA 
Insurance Brokers website? 

 
www.ssaa.org.au 

 
Well worth considering when your 
renewal is due for any type of 
insurance. 
 
Their Car insurance policies are very 
competitive, and their house and 
contents cover, can also include your 
firearms and gear when out hunting. 

Club Videos and DVDs 
 
 
See Murray Lewis for our range of DVDs and videos available to 
members. Any members who have suggestions for additions to 
the library please also outline these to Murray. 

Knife Sharpener 
 

The club has a professional knife and sharpening service available 

for members. Please see Jim Marsden for further details. 

 

Name Badges 
 

Place your order for name badges at any meeting, badges are $10 
person and money is required before your order is placed. 

Please see the secretary at any meeting to place your orders. 

 
 
 

FHC POLO SHIRTS 
 

Get yourself an FHC POLO shirt! 
 
Shirts cost $30 each and there are 
sample shirts available for sizing, see 
one of the committee members after 
any general meeting to try on a shirt and 
place your order.  
 
Ordered shirts should be available for 
collection and payment at your next 
general meeting. 

 

file:///C:/Users/phillipm/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.ssaa.org.au
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If you would like to see your business advertised here, please email me a copy of your business card . 

 

 

 

           

 
 

  

FHC Member Services 
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Field Hunters Club Contact Details 

 
Postal Address 
P.O. Box 240, 

Box Hill, VIC 3128 
 

FHC President FHC Vice President  FHC Secretary FHC Treasurer  

Mark Brown Barry Pearce Phillip Mathieson Patrick Honeyboure 
Mobile: 0418 559 044 Mobile: 0420 976 665 Mobile: 0417 668 222 Mobile: 0409 706 878 

  E-MAIL: 
fhcsecretary@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

Raffle Organizer 

 
 

General Committee 

 
 

General Committee 

 
 

Video Librarian 
 

Jim Marsden 
 

Clifford Lewis 
 

Andries Posthuma 
 

Murray Lewis 

 
Training & Liaison Officer 

 

Stephen Toumbourou 

 
 

Please remember this is your newsletter, and with your input it will improve! 
 
If you have trip reports you would like to share or you wish to sell something or would just like to see an article or 
section included, please contact me via email fhcsecretary@gmail.com  

mailto:fhcsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:fhcsecretary@gmail.com

